U.S. History Course Syllabus
CLASS WEBSITE: http://coyleushistory.wordpress.com
Mr. Coyle




Joseph.Coyle@browardschools.com




Room 306
Course Objective:

This course examines important American historical events; from early exploration and the Colonial Era, to the 1920’s and the Great Depression, and up to the conflict in Vietnam. Students will understand how to gather and formulate data while studying various American documents that helped to shape this country. The concepts of historical events introduced in earlier grades will continue to be built upon with students locating and analyzing primary and secondary sources from multiple perspectives to draw conclusions.
Textbook: American History: Reconstruction to the Present by HMH. There is an online edition of the textbook for students. The link will be available shortly on the class website. 
General Rules and Expectations
Basic Rules

· Respect (yourself, others, materials)

· Be prepared and on time

· Follow ALL directions (verbal and written)

· All backpacks, bags, purses are to be on the floor(not your lap)

	Procedure/Expectation
	Appropriate Example(s)
	Additional Notes

	Entering 
the room
	Have your book on your desk and all related class materials out, when the bell rings. Read the agenda, which is located on the board. You need to be seated when the tardy bell rings, not wandering around. Be prepared to start class as it will begin immediately after the bell. Not when you decide it will.
	

	Tardies 
	Come to class on time—this means seated when the bell rings.  Not in the doorway, not dashing down the hallway etc. If you are late the day we are taking a quiz or it is a test day and we have already begun, you will receive a zero (unexcused tardies only). Points can and will be deducted for excessive truancy.
	

	Getting teacher attention
	Raise your hand and wait to be acknowledged. Do not speak or interrupt the teacher or another student.
	

	        Suggested Materials          
	            -Notebook                                                                   -Pens/pencils                                       -Colored Pencils 
	

	Binder 

Setup
	You will need a 3-ring Binder with dividers. Binder set-up details will be given out separately. You must always have your binder with you. 
	

	Political Cartoon
	You are responsible for completing your political cartoon assignment on a daily basis. If you are found copying another student’s assignment, you will be given a zero. If you do not complete the political cartoon on the day that it is due, a zero will be given that cannot be made up. 
	

	                Homework
	Any work not completed in class should be completed for homework. 
	

	Quizzes

	Quizzes may be announced or unannounced.  Most are worth 30-50 points.  If you are absent the day of a quiz, be prepared to take it the day you return. It is your responsibility to make sure you take the quiz.
	

	Tests/Projects
	Tests and projects are a major part of your grade.  You are responsible for studying the material and thoroughly researching information for assignments. Tests are usually worth 100 pts. Projects will be announced throughout the year. There will be 2 major projects and several unit projects to be complete throughout the year.
	

	Excused Absences 
	Try not to be absent. If  you are absent, please check the website to see the missed assignment. You are also encouraged to email me if you are absent, so I can send you any electronic copies of the day’s work. You have two days to complete the assignment for every day that you are absent, regardless of whether it is excused or unexcused. You will not be given extra time and the work will not be collected after two days has passed. 
	

	Partner/Group work
	You will be working with others on many group assignments in this class. The general rules to follow when doing group work are to be on task, work cooperatively, and do your job! Working in a group means you work together to find the answers not to “divide and conquer”! If you are off-task during any group activities, you will be given an alternate assignment to complete and will receive a zero for the group assignment.
	

	 Classroom behavior
	You are expected to conduct yourself like a “Knight.” This includes  the following: 1. Pay attention and participate in all class discussions. 2. Respect the teacher and your classmates at all times. 3. Stay on task. 4.Turn in your BEST work…not work that is simply complete. 5. Keep the room and your workspace free of trash.  If you finish your assigned work early you may read a book. Putting your head down at any time will result in a zero for the day.
	

	Electronic Devices
	Cell phones are prohibited. I don’t want to see them or hear them. Ever. During a test, if a phone is seen or heard, a zero will automatically be given for cheating. You will never see me on one, so you shouldn’t be either. 
	

	Moving around the room
	You may move around the room to sharpen your pencil, throw something away, turn in an assignment, etc. without having to ask me. However, you should use discretion to know when not to move around the room…such as during a lecture or exam. If you are unsure, ask permission first. 
	

	Leaving the room
	Don’t plan on it.  If you MUST use the restroom, ask for permission to go (not in the middle of a lecture) and take the restroom pass. The restrooms are right across the hall from the classroom. It should take no longer than 5 minutes to come back to the room. Leaving the room without permission will result in administrative action. Passes will not be given out to go to another teacher’s classroom. Do that during lunch, or after school.
	

	Personal 

Habits
	Please do not use ANYTHING scented while in class. This includes perfume, hairspray, lotions, etc… It may smell very nice, but it is a health hazard to anyone who is allergic and the classroom is a very confined space.
	

	End of class
	You are not to line up at the door or get out of your seat until I dismiss you. The bell ringing does not signify the end of class, I do. If all materials are not accounted for or trash is on the floor, no one will be leaving the room. 
	

	Gradebook
	All grades will be entered into Pinnacle in a timely manner. Make sure to check often, that your grades are put in and are recorded correctly. Keep all work handed back to you! 
	


Return this page only to Mr. Coyle for 10 points.
The rest of the syllabus may be kept for your own records.
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parent(s)/Guardian(s) and Students,

I have read and understand the procedures and responsibilities for Mr. Coyle’s class.  I understand that following classroom rules and procedures, as well as knowing what is expected of me will lead me on a path to a successful experience in class this year. 
I/we understand that the class website is located at: http://coyleushistory.wordpress.com, and that students are responsible for following the blog in order to receive all class updates and important announcements. Students are also responsible for completing any missed work in a timely manner. Failure to do so will result in a failing grade. 
Do not hesitate to contact me with questions, comments or concerns. . Let us begin a successful year at Monarch High School! 

Please sign and return this form for your first grade (10 points) no later than 8/  /19.
Student name (print) ____________________________________________________________________________

Student Signature: _______________________________________________________________________________Date: _______________

Parent (legal guardian) Signature: __________________________________________________________________  Date: _______________

